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Sir C. P.'s claims as a practical * statesman \ one may
venture to point out that one cannot wipe out a whole-
crowded era of political development and force back
the course of history by a century and a half as Sir
C. P. seems to be intent upon doing. It is no more
possible to revert to the status that the States held
before they entered the treaty map than, for instance,,
it would be to resurrect the Sultan of Mysore from
whose l clutches' Travancore was 4 extricated' by its-
entry into the subsidiary system. Much water has-
flown under the bridges since those bygone times, and
the entire population of a State can no longer be
treated or disposed of as a mere pawn in the political
game, without any regard to its wishes or political.
aspirations. To think of doing so only betrays a
medieval outlook, utterly out of keeping with the spirit
and temper of the present age of democratic ideals
and self-determination. It is the will of the people alone
that must prevail in deciding their future.
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